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SUBJECT: ALP LEADERSHIP STRUGGLE 

1 . JOHN DUCKER, ALP STATE PRESIDENT POR NEW SOUTH WALES, TOLD 
ME YESTERDAY EVENING THAT HE CONTROLS THE DECIDING POUR VOTES 
POR THE ALP LEADERSHIP ELECTION NEXT TUESDAY. BY HIS OWN COUNT, 
WHITLAM AND HAYDEN ARE ALMOST DEAD EVEN IN COMMITTED VOTES. 

2. DUCKER SAYS HE WILL GIVE HIS VOTES TO WHITLAM IP WHITLAM 
WILL, IN TURN, AGREE TO INSURE THE ELECTION OP PAUL KEATING AS 
DEPUTY LEADER OVER TOM UREN, THE PRESENT INCUMBENT PROM THE 
LEFT WING OF THE PARTY. AS DUCKER POINTS OUT, KEATING IS AN 
OUTSTANDING YOUNG MAN WHO SHARES DECKER'S OWN THREE MAJOR 
HANDICAPS: HE IS A MODERATE, A ROMAN CATHOLIC, AND IS PROM 

NEW SOUTH WALES. DUCKER GIVES EXTREMELY HIGH MARKS TO KEATING'S 
PERPORMANCE AS SHADOW MINISTER POR MINERALS AND ENERGY. HE 
BELIEVES KEATING WILL BE THE KEY MAN IN PREVENTING THE PARTY 
FROM FORECLOSING ITS OPTIONS ON THE URANIUM MINING QUESTION AT 
THE PORTHCOMING PARTY CONGRESS. IT IS VITAL, IN DUCKER'S 
VIEW, THAT AN ANTI-URANIUM POLICY NOT BE CAST IN CONCRETE AND 
BECOME IRREVERSIBLE. IN DUCKER'S ANALYSIS, 1981 IS THE KEY YEAR 
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BY WHICH TIME URANIUM MINING AND EXPORTS SHOULD BE IN FULL 
SWING WITH APPROPRIATE SAPEGUARDS. BY THAT TIME, HE BELIEVES, 

DECLINING DOMESTIC PETROLEUM PRODUCTION WITH ACCOMPANYING 
BALANCE OP PAYMENTS PROBLEMS POR AUSTRALIA WILL COMBINE WITH 
INCREASED WORLDWIDE URANIUM DEMAND AND NEW TECHNIQUES POR WASTE 
DISPOSAL TO MAKE THE ECONOMIC BENEPITS OP URANIUM EXPLOITATION 
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ATTRACTIVE TO ALL PARTIES IN AUSTRALIA. THE IRRECONCILABLE 
LEFT-WINGERS WILL CONTINUE TO OPPOSE IT AS AT PRESENT FOR 
POLITICAL RATHER THAN ECONOMIC REASONS. 

3. COMMENT: DECKER'S HEALTH SEEMS MUCH IMPROVED NOW THAT HE 
HAS RETURNED EROM A 14-DAY CRUISE ON ONE OF THE RUSSIAN PASSENGER 
LINERS PLYING OUT OF SYDNEY. HE CHUCKLED ABOUT THE AMOUNT OF 
ATTENTION LAVISHED ON HIM BY THE CAPTAIN AND CREW. HE SAID HE 
WAS SEEN OEF PERSONALLY BY THE SOVIET CONSUL GENERAL IN SYDNEY. 
HE AGREED THAT HIS OWN WING OF THE LABOR PARTY WAS A MAJOR 
TARGET OE THE PRESENT CIA UPROAR AND NOTED RUEEULLY THAT, 

WHILE THE PRESENT INTENSITY OE INTEREST WOULD CERTAINLY EADE, 
THESE RECURRING CAMPAIGNS HAVE UNFORTUNATE RESIDUAL EFEECTS 
WHICH ARE CUMULATIVE. 

DAVIS 
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